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Logical appeals consist of facts, examples, and well-reasoned

arguments- &
Because 85 percent of the taxpayers are senior citizens and do not have

school-age children, they should not be expected to pay for academic

expenses. The school budget should be cut.

Ethical appeals are arguments based on widely accepted values or
moral standards.

America has a long-standing tradition in which every taxpayer is obliged to
support the education of our young people. If it were not for the help of all
taxpayers, our young people would not get the future they deserve.

+ Emotional appeals consist of language and anecdotes that arouse
strong feelings.
Senior taxpayers are sick and tired of seeing their taxes used to support
expensive nonacademic programs like wrestling.

As you read the selections that follow, note examples of each of these

~ persuasive techniques.

OH NO! EVER(THING
HAS SUDDENW TURNED
NEQ-CUBIST/

IT ALL STARTED WHEN CALVIN
ENGAGED H\S DAD IN A MINOR
DEBATE ! SOON CALVIN QOULD
SEE BOTH SIDES OF THE ISSUE!
THEN POOR CALNIN BEGAN TO SEE
BOTH SIDES OF EKERYTHING /

—
THE TRADITIONAL SINGLE VIEWPOINT THE MULTIPLE VIEWS PROVIDE T WORKS ! THE YOU'RE
HAS BEEN ABANDONED! PERSPECTIVE TOO MUCH INFORMATION! |T'S WORLD FAUS INTO

HAS BEEN FRACTURED! IMPOSSIBLE. TO MOVE! CALVIN A RECOGNIZABLE
QUICKIN TRIES To ELIMINATE

AL BUT WPECTNE! ’
s el
] o=
[
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'iew . Logical appeals consist of facts, examples, and well-reasoned s
2 arguments. N ¢

Because 85 percent of the taxpayers are senior citizens and do not have

school-age children, they should not be expected to pay for academic

expenses. The school budget should be cut.

Ethical appeals are arguments based on widely accepted values or
211 b @ moral standards.

: America has a long-standing tradition in which every taxpayer is obliged to
3 : support the education of our young people. If it were not for the help of all
..220 [l taxpayers, our young people would not get the future they deserve.

. Emotional appeals consist of language and anecdotes that arouse
strong feelings.

—t : Senior taxpayers are sick and tired of seeing their taxes used to support

expensive nonacademic programs like wrestling.

As you read the selections that follow, note examples of each of these
persuasive techniques.

OH NO! EVER{THING
HAS SUDDENW TURNED
NEQ-CUB\ST

IT ALL STARTED WHEN CALVIN
ENGAGED H\S DAD IN A MINOR
DEBATE ! SOON CALNIN QOULD
SEE BOTH SIDES OF THE ISSUE!
THEN POOR CALNIN BEGAN TO SEE
BOTH SIDES OF EVERYTHING /

THE TRADITIONAL SINGLE VIEWPOINT | | THE MULTIPLE VIEWS PROVIDE 1T WORKS ! THE “_ YOURE
HAS BEEN ABANDONED! PERSPECTIVE TOO MUCH INFORMATION ! IT'S WORLD FALLS INTO
HAS BEEN FRACTURED! IMPOSSIBLE TO MOVE! CALVIN A RECOGNIZABLE

QUICKIN TRIES T ELMINATE
AL BUT ONE PERSPECTWNE!

Calvin & Hobbes © 1990 Watterson. Distributed by Universal Press Syndicate. Reprinted with permission. All rights reserved.
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red to were to judge these men wholly by the effects of
of its in their actions, and not partly by their intentions,
of asip they would deserve to be classed and punished
nd it to ' with those mischievous persons who put ob-

'€ people + structions on the railroads.

ritin . But, to speak practically and as a citizen, un-
it will - |ike those who call themselves no-government
iy for S men, I ask for, not at once no government, but
nplicated 4t once a better government. Let every man make
satisfy known what kind of government would com-
ve. Gov- mand his respect, and that will be one step to-

¢ ward obtaining it.

_After all, the practical reason why, when the
pbwer is once in the hands of the people, a ma-
If fur-  iority are permitted, and for a long period con-
* tinue, to rule, is not because they are most likely
" to be in the right, nor because this seems fairest
- to the minority, but because they are physically

ces o " the strongest. But a government in which the

! appeal | - majority rule in all cases cannot be bas.ed on
at the || ustice, even as far as men understand it. Can

:  there not be a government in which majorities
" do not virtually decide right and wrong, but
conscience?—in which majorities decide only
those questions to which the rule of expediency
- is applicable? Must the citizen ever for a mo-
_ment, or in the least degree, resign his con-

¢ science to the legislator? Why has every man a

" onscience, then? I think that we should be men
- first, and subjects afterward. It is not desirable

It
5.
does -
ment

tting
l, when
ost let

"were  to cultivate a respect for the law, so much as for
manage | - the right. The only obliga-
lators - tionwhich L have arightto @~ @

assume, is to do at any time | gy What conflict

what I think right. ... @ Bl does Thoreau

It is not a man’s duty, . see between majority

as a matter of course, to : rule o d m;hwdual
consclence!

~devote himself to the o

eradication of any, even the most enormous

- wrong; he may still properly have other con-

cerns to engage him; but it is his duty, at least,

to wash his hands of it, and, if he gives it no

thought longer, not to give it practically his

support. If I devote myself to other pursuits and

contemplations, I must first see, at least, that I

, if one ‘:

do not pursue them sitting upon another mah’s
shoulders. I must get off him first, that he may
pursue his contemplations too. See what gross
inconsistency is tolerated. I have heard some of
my townsmen say, “I should like to have them
order me out to help put down an insurrection
of the slaves, or to march to Mexico—see if I
would go”; and yet these very men have each,
directly by their allegiance, and so indirectly, at
least, by their money, furnished a substitute.
The soldier is applauded who refuses to serve in
an unjust war by those who do not refuse to
sustain the unjust government which makes the
war; is applauded by those whose own act and
authority he disregards and sets at nought; as if
the State were penitent to that degree that it
hired one to scourge it while it sinned, but not
to that degree that it left off sinning for a mo-
ment. Thus, under the name of order and civil
government, we are all made at last to pay
homage to and support our own meanness.
After the first blush of sin, comes its indiffer-
ence and from immoral it becomes, as it were,
unmoral, and not quite un-
necessary to that life which 9
we have made. ... © What ethical

I meet this American =« K3l appeals does
government, or its repre- | Thoreau make in
sentative the State govern- this paragraph?
ment, directly, and face to
face, once a year, no more, in the person of its
tax gatherer; this is the only mode in which a
man situated as [ am necessarily meets it; and
it then says distinctly, Recognize me; and the
simplest, the most effectual, and, in the present
posture of affairs, the indispensablest mode of
treating with it on this head, of expressing your

Vocabulary

eradication (&-rad’i-ka'shan) n.: utter destruction;
obliteration.

insurrection (in'sa-rek’shan) n.: rebellion; revolt.
penitent (pen'i-tant) adj.: sorry for doing wrong.
effectual (e -fek’chGo - sl) adj.: productive; efficient.
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little satisfaction with and love for it, is to deny
it then. My civil neighbor, the tax gatherer, is the
very man I have to deal with—for it is, after all,
with men and not with parchment that I quar-
rel—and he has voluntarily chosen to be an agent
of the government. How shall he ever know well
what he is and does as an officer of the govern-
ment, or as a man, until he is obliged to consider
whether he shall treat me, his neighbor, for
whom he has respect, as a neighbor and well-
disposed man, or as a maniac and disturber of
the peace, and see if he can get over this obstruc-
tion to his neighborliness without a ruder and
more impetuous thought or speech correspond-
ing with his action? I know this well, that if one
thousand, if one hundred, if ten men whom I
could name—if ten honest men only—aye, if one
HONEST man, in this State of Massachusetts,
ceasing to hold slaves, were actually to withdraw
from this copartnership, and be locked up in the
county jail therefor, it would be the abolition of
slavery in America. For it

matters not how small the (6]
beginning may seem to be:
What is once well done is
done forever.... @

I have paid no poll tax*
for six years. I was put into
a jail once on this account,
for one night; and, as I
stood considering the walls
of solid stone, two or three feet thick, the door
of wood and iron, a foot thick, and the iron
grating which strained the light, I could not
help being struck with the foolishness of that
institution which treated me as if I were mere
flesh and blood and bones, to be locked up. I
wondered that it should have concluded at
length that this was the best use it could put me
to, and had never thought to avail itself of my

What emo-
LA tional appeal
- does Thoreau make .
 in this paragraph? Do
. you think he is correct
! about one person
 being able to change
the system?

4. poll tax: fee some states and localities required from

each citizen as a qualification for voting. It is now
considered unconstitutional in the United States to
charge such a tax.

214

services in some way. I saw that, if there was a
wall of stone between me and my townsmen,
there was a still more difficult one to climb or
break through, before they could get to be as
free as I was. I did not for a moment feel con-
fined, and the walls seemed a great waste of
stone and mortar. I felt as if I alone of all my
townsmen had paid my tax. They plainly did
not know how to treat me, but behaved like per-
sons who are underbred. In every threat and in |
every compliment there was a blunder; for they
thought that my chief desire was to stand the
other side of that stone wall. I could not but
smile to see how industriously they locked the
door on my meditations, which followed them
out again without let or hindrance, and they
were really all that was dangerous. As they could
not reach me, they had resolved to punish my
body; just as boys, if they cannot come at some -
person against whom they have a spite, will
abuse his dog. I saw that the State was half-
witted, that it was timid as

alone woman with her (7]

silver spoons, and that it Why might

did not know its friends Thoreau include
from its foes, and I lost all
my remaining respect for
it, and pitied it. ... @

The night in prison was
novel and interesting
enough. The prisoners in
their shirt sleeves were enjoying a chat and the
evening air in the doorway, when I entered. But
the jailer said, “Come, boys, it is time to lock
up”; and so they dispersed, and I heard the
sound of their steps returning into the hollow
apartments. My roommate was introduced to
me by the jailer, as “a first-rate fellow and a
clever man” When the door was locked, he
showed me where to hang my hat, and how he

- What is the purpose
of the comparison of
the state to a woman

~ with her silver spoons?

managed matters there. The rooms were white- -+

Vocabulary
impetuous (im-pech'Go-as) adj.: impulsive.

Collection 2 American Romanticism: 1800-1860

this anecdote about |
the boys and the dog?

|
|
|
|




; washed once a month; and this one, at least, was
the whitest, most simply furnished, and prob-
~ ably the neatest apartment in the town. He natu-
rally wanted to know where I came from, and
- what brought me there; and, when I had told
him, I asked him in my turn how he came there,
presuming him to be an honest man, of course;
~and, as the world goes, I believe he was. “Why,”
said he, “they accuse me of burning a barn; but I
never did it.” As near as I could discover, he had
probably gone to bed in a barn when drunk,
and smoked his pipe there; and so a barn was
_ burnt. He had the reputation of being a clever
~ man, had been there some three months waiting
for his trial to come on, and would have to wait
as much longer; but he was quite domesticated
~ and contented, since he got his board for noth-
ing, and thought that he was well treated.
He occupied one window, and I the other;
- and I saw, that, if one stayed there long, his
principal business would be to look out the
- window. I had soon read all the tracts that were
left there, and examined where former prisoners
had broken out, and where a grate had been
sawed off, and heard the history of the various
occupants of that room; for I found that even
here there was a history and a gossip which
never circulated beyond the walls of the jail.
Probably this is the only house in the town
where verses are composed, which are afterward
printed in a circular form, but not published. I
was shown quite a long list of verses which were
composed by some young men who had been
detected in an attempt to escape, who avenged
themselves by singing them.
[ pumped my fellow prisoner as dry as I
could, for fear I should never see him again; but

a at length he showed me which was my bed, and
e left me to blow out the lamp.
~ he It was like traveling into a far country, such as

I'had never expected to behold, to lie there for
one night. It seemed to me that I never had
heard the town clock strike before, nor the
evening sounds of the village; for we slept with
the windows open, which were inside the grat-

)

ing. It was to see my native village in the light of
the middle ages, and our Concord was turned
into a Rhine stream, and visions of knights and
castles passed before me. They were the voices
of old burghers that I heard in the streets. [ was
an involuntary spectator and auditor of what-
ever was done and said in the kitchen of the
adjacent village inn—a wholly new and rare
experience to me. It was a closer view of my
native town. I was fairly inside of it. I never had
seen its institutions before. This is one of its
peculiar institutions; for it
is a shire town.” I began to 5
comprehend what its in- ;‘;} what does

. oreau compare
habitants were about. @ his night in jail? How

In the morning, our does he explain his
breakfasts were put unusual comparison?
through the hole in the -
door, in small oblong square tin pans, made to
fit, and holding a pint of chocolate, with brown
bread, and an iron spoon. When they called for
the vessels again, I was green enough to return
what bread I had left; but my comrade sgized it,
and said that I should lay that up for lunch or
dinner. Soon after, he was let out to work at
haying in a neighboring field, whither he went
every day, and would not be back till noon; so
he bade me good day, saying that he doubted if
he should see me again.

When I came out of prison—for someone
interfered, and paid the tax—I did not perceive
that great changes had taken place on the com-
mon, such as he observed who went in a youth,
and emerged a tottering and gray-headed man;
and yet a change had to my eyes come over the
scene—the town, and State, and country—
greater than any that mere time could effect.
saw yet more distinctly the State in which I lived.
I saw to what extent the people among whom I
lived could be trusted as good neighbors and
friends; that their friendship was for summer

5. shire town: town where a court sits, like a county

seat.
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to do right; that they were a distinct race from
me by their prejudices and superstitions, as the
Chinamen and Malays are; that, in their sacri-
fices to humanity, they ran no risks, not even to
their property; that, after all, they were not so
noble but they treated the thief as he had treated
them, and hoped, by a certain outward obser-
vance and a few prayers, and by walking in a
particular straight though useless path from
time to time, to save their
souls. This may be to judge 9
my neighbors harshly; for Why does
I believe that most of them Bl Thoreau criticize
are not aware.tha't thfey :?r:ﬁ;ff bors so
have such an institution as
the jail in their village. ©

It was formerly the custom in our village,
when a poor debtor came out of jail, for his
acquaintances to salute him, looking through
their fingers, which were crossed to represent
the grating of a jail window, “How do ye do?”
My neighbors did not thus salute me, but first
looked at me, and then at one another, as if I
had returned from a long journey. I was put
into jail as I was going to the shoemaker’s to get
a shoe which was mended. When I was let out
the next morning, I proceeded to finish my er-
rand, and, having put on my mended shoe,
joined a huckleberry party, who were impatient
to put themselves under my conduct; and
in half an hour-—for the horse was soon
tackled®—was in the midst of a huckleberry
field, on one of our highest hills, two miles off;
and then the State was nowhere to be seen.

6. tackled v.: harnessed.

This is the whole history of “My Prisons.”. ..

The authority of government, even such as [
am willing to submit to—for I will cheerfully
obey those who know and can do better than
I, and in many things even those who neither
know nor can do so well—is still an impure
one: To be strictly just, it must have the sanction
and consent of the governed. It can have no
pure right over my person and property but
what I concede to it. The progress from an ab-
solute to a limited monarchy, from a limited
monarchy to a democracy, is a progress toward 3
a true respect for the individual. Is a democracy, - E
such as we know it, the last improvement pos-
sible in government? Is it not possible to take a
step further toward recognizing and organizing
the rights of man? There will never be a really
free and enlightened State, until the State comes
to recognize the individual as a higher and inde-
pendent power, from which all its own power
and authority are derived, and treats him ac- 3
cordingly. I please myself with imagining a State = §
at last which can afford to be just to all men, =~ °
and to treat the individual with respect as a
neighbor; which even would not think it incon-
sistent with its own repose, if a few were to live
aloof from it, not meddling with it, nor em-
braced by it, who fulfilled all the_ duties of
neighbors and fellow men. A State which bore
this kind of fruit, and
suffered it to drop off as © :
fast as it ripened, would Thoreau sums up his

. political ideas about

prepare the way for a still ideal government.

more perfect and glorious What does

State, which also I have he envision

imagined, but not yet as a truly just
government?

anywhere seen. ¥ m

216 (&.|Ta 0P8 American Romanticism: 1800-1860




sons” ., R

such as |
rerfully
2r than
neither
1pure

2 sanction
ve no

y but
1an ab-
mited

5 toward
‘mocracy,
nt pos-
‘o take a
ganizing
ireally
ite comes

z a
et S

and inde- - 3

power
m ac-

1g a State
men,
asa

it incon-
2 to live
em-

of

h bore

ims up his
as about
ment.
loes

sion

it

)

X
3

B) et B

Resporise and Analysis

Reading Check

|. Explain what Thoreau finds wrong with
majority rule. What does he say is the
only obligation he has the right to
assume?

2. What does Thoreau predict about
slavery in America?

3. Why was Thoreau put in jail? What
were his feelings about the government
while he was in jail?

4. At the end of the essay, what qualities
does Thoreau envision in an ideal
“perfect and glorious State™

Thinking Critically

5. Identify the opposing ideas, and then
explain the truth contained in each of
these paradoxes:

a. “l saw that, if there was a wall of
stone between me and my towns-
men, there was a still more
difficult one to climb or break
through, before they could get to
be as free as | was.” (page 214)

b. “I felt as if | alone of all my towns-
men had paid my tax.” (page 214)

6. How are Thoreau’s perceptions of his
fellow citizens changed by his night in
jail?

7. What point is Thoreau making by telling
us that he got his shoe fixed and led the
huckleberry party on the day he was
released?

Extending and Evaluating
8. Which of Thoreau’s arguments did
‘&, you find convincing, and which did
you disagree with? What would be
W the effect on civil order if each
person always followed his or her
own conscience! Explain.

9. When Thoreau accepted release from
jail (because someone else paid his tax),
did he become just like the people he
criticized—those who opposed the
Mexican War and the expansion of
slavery but supported it indirectly
with their tax money? If he wanted to
make a truly courageous and effective
protest, should he have insisted on
staying in jail? Explain your response.

Literary Criticism

10. From what you know about American
Romanticism (pages 138-149), would
you say that the assumptions and values
that Thoreau reveals in this essay are
fundamentally Romantic? Explain.

I . What influences of Emerson can you
find in Thoreau’s “Resistance to Civil
Government™?

WRITING

Taking a Stand /

What issue is important in your community
today? Select an issue you feel strongly
about, and write an essay using “Resistance
to Civil Government” as your model. Argue
for or against a particular solution to the
issue. (Be sure to check your Quickwrite
notes.) Be aware of the kinds of appeals
you are using: Emotional appeals can be
powerful, but logical ones will provide
stronger support. Use a chart like the one
below to organize your essay:

Argument J
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Henry David Thoreau

INTERNET

Projects and
Activities

Keyword: LE5 11-2

Literary Skills

Analyze
political points
of viewon a
topic. Analyze
paradox.

Wrriting Skills
Write a
persuasive essay.

Vocabulary
Skills

Create
semantic maps.
Clarify word
meanings.
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